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forcements, much or little, with the right provisionally to
renounce what is not offered to us. Experience alone can
show whether we can be satisfied in the long run with the
constitutional provisions which the King has to make into
the bargain. If it is no go, we can draw the sword, and
drive the beggars to the devil!' I cannot deny that this
military close to his exposition made a very favourable
impression on me; but I had my doubts whether his Maj-
esty's resolution at a critical moment would not depend
on other influences than those of this chivalrous general
His tragic end confirmed my doubts.1

Herr von Manteuffel also was induced by the King to
make the attempt to gain over the Prussian Extreme Right
to support the policy of the government, and in this sense
to bring about an understanding between us and the Ga-
gern party. He did this by inviting Gagern and me alone
to dinner, and leaving us to ourselves while we were still
over our wine without a single explanatory or introductory
remark. Gagern repeated to me, though in a less exact
and intelligible form, what was known to us as the pro-
gramme of his party, and, in a somewhat attenuated form,
the proposal of the government. He spoke without look-
ing at me, staring aside at the ceiling. Upon my remark-
ing that what we Royalist Prussians feared most of all
was that with this constitution the monarchical power
would not remain strong enough, he sank, after a long and
declamatory dissertation, into a contemptuous silence,
which gave me an impression that may be translated by
the words, ' Roma locuta est.' When Manteuffel came in

1 According to Sybel (ii. 3) the story that Brandenburg died of a broken
heart in consequence of the insolent treatment which fell to his lot at War-
saw, and of the pacific policy forced upon him, must, when compared with
documentary facts, be regarded as legendary.
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